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B U D G E T   C O M M I T T E E 

BUDGET   MEETING MINUTES

November 18, 2009

A budget meeting of the New Durham Budget Committee was called to order at 6:38 p.m. in the Town Hall located off Main Street.

Present:

Chairman David Curry

Budget Committee Member Tom Goss

Budget Committee Member Dean Stimpson

Budget Committee Member Ann Brady

Selectman’s Rep Ron Gehl, Chair

Absent With Apologies:

Budget Committee Co-Chair Lois Parker

Budget Committee Member Cecile Chase

Also Present:


Financial Assistant Vickie Blackden

Selectman David Bickford

David Allen, Land Use Administrator

Cathy Orlowicz, Planning Board, Chair

Dwight Jones, Emergency Management

Approval of Minutes:

Motion Dean Stimpson to accept the minutes of October 28th as presented, second by Tom Goss.  The vote was unanimous with Ann Brady abstaining.

Motion by Dean Stimpson to accept the minutes of November 12th as presented, second by Ann Brady.  The vote was unanimous.

· Account 4191~ Planning Board

Cathy Orlowicz explained about contracted services.  She stated that the requested sum originally asked for a comprehensive engineering study ($4,000) of the Quaker Road area as to viability as a commercial hub site.  But, she advised, the Board of Selectmen who felt that the study could be utilized under the Master Plan Capital Reserve deleted the $4,000 request.  Therefore,  the sum requested indicated $5,800 to develop a schedule for impact fees for the town’s infrastructure needs and to have professional assistance from Strafford Regional Planning Commission should the town need help with new ordinances in 2010.   There was also $1000 to cover the cost of assistance in writing regulations for storm water, steep slopes, and open space.  Dues and fees were also discussed Tom Goss asked why a fee was charged for the Strafford Regional Planning Commission (SRPC) when the town paid taxes to the county.  It was explained that the county does not fund the SRPC.

Motion by Dean Stimpson to approve Acct 4191 Planning Board as presented for $11,539, Seconded by Tom Goss.  The vote was unanimous.

· Account 4192 ~ Zoning Board

David Allen explained there were no increases over last year’s budget. 

Motion by Ann Brady to approve Acct 4192 Zoning Board as presented at $1,000, Seconded by Dean Stimpson.  The vote was unanimous.

· Account 4612 ~ Conservation Commission

David Allen explained to the Committee that the Commission was asking for $3,000 for a natural resource inventory for the Town.  They would hire an outside consultant to help identify all the natural resources.   The Committee was advised that the Board of Selectmen had cut the request feeling that the inventory could be funded by the “Conservation Fund.”   After brief discussion, the Committee concluded it was not something that needed to be done at this time.  

Motion by Tom Goss to approve Acct 4612 Conservation Commission in the adjusted amount of $2,000, seconded by Dean Stimpson.  The vote was unanimous

· Account 4290-20 ~ Emergency Management portion

Dwight Jones explained to the Committee that he was requesting extra money for meetings and conferences because there is an increase in the number of meetings that he would be required to attend.

Motion by Dean Stimpson to approve Acct 4290-20 Emergency Management portion in the amount of $3,900, seconded by Ann Brady.  The vote was unanimous.

· Account 4196 ~ Insurance  

Ron Gehl explained the increase to this account is due to the value of the property to be protected.  He also stated that this account has not been acted upon by the Board of Selectmen. 

Motion Dean Stimpson to approve Acct 4196 in the amount of $36,895, seconded by Tom Goss.  The vote was unanimous.

· Account 4199 ~ Other general Government

Motion by Ann Brady to approve Acct 4199 Other General Government in the amount of $2,800, seconded by Tom Goss.  The vote was unanimous.  

Ron Gehl gave a brief update of where the Board of Selectmen stands with the budget.  He stated the Board will be meeting on Monday, November 23rd to discuss the issue of salaries and benefits. 

Schedule Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be on December 9, 2009 at 6:30 PM.

Motion by Dean Stimpson to adjourn, seconded by Tom Goss.  The vote was unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 7:37 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Zuzgo

Next Budget Meeting: 6:30 pm Wednesday, December 9th, 2009

At the Town Hall 

A video recording of this meeting is on file with the Office of the Town Clerk, is available for public viewing during normal business hours, and will be retained in accordance with the New Hampshire Municipal Records Board rules established under RSA  33-4:4, or for a minimum of 24 months.
